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driven to save pets lives..

Shelter-to-Shelter Pet Transport Program
Guidelines ~Day of Transport c2i04

Treat each pet with dignity and respect.

All pets should be fed approximately 2 to 3 hours prior to departure to avoid car sickness.
Pets should have continual access to fresh water at this time.

Animals should be examined priar to release from the source shelter. As part of the release
procedures, conduct a final visual exam to rule out the existence of bite wounds, open
soresfwounds, abnormal runny eyes, runny nose, any congestion or rouble breathing, loose
stool, pronounced dermatitis, diarrhea or lethargy, fleas or ticks.

Dogs and puppies should be given time outdoors (if possible) to relieve themselves and
exercise prior to loading. Except for littermates, dogs/pupples should be kept separated
during this process to reduce possible cross-contamination.

Eaoh pet should have a disposable, press-a-ply collar, indicating the name of the pet, and &
kennel number code.

Each pet should have a zip lock bag with the pet's name and corresponding kennel code

printed on the bag. Each bag will contain:

+ Pet's health certificate dated within 7 days of transport date

+ Health history form, which includes vaccinations given, any veterinarian and shelter
health observations, results of fecal tests, any health treatments performed (i.e.
deworming, fleaftick treatment, etc.), and any other pertinent health information. (See
Health History Form at Appendix ____ )

+ rabies tags, if 16 weeks or older (unless traveling through a state that requires rabies for
12 weeks and older) and rabies certificate

» transfer of ownership (See Health History Form at Appendix ___)

« behavior evaluation form, and

+ admit forms (which includes pet description and history, if known)

Prepare vehicle by tagging each cage with the corresponding number assigned to the pet

on his or her zip lock bag. (See Cage Card at Appendix
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Primary enclosures must be cleaned and sanitized before each use.

Primary enclosures must be designed and constructed of suitable materials so that they are
structurally scund and must be kept in good repair. They must have no sharp points or
edges that could injure the pets. The cages must protect the pets from injury, contain the
pets securely, prevent other pets from entering the enclosure and enable the pets to remain
dry and clean. The cage floors are constructed in a manner that protects the pets’ feet and
legs from injury, and do not allow the pets’ feet to pass through any openings in the floor.
The pet is at ali times securely contained within the enclosure and cannot put any pari of its
body outside the enclosure that could result in injury to itself, to handlers or to nearby
animals or persons.

The primary enclosure has & solid, leak-proof bottom or a removable leak-proof collection
tray under a slatted or wire mesh flocr, which prevents seepage of waste products outside
of the enclosure.

The pet can be easily and quickly removed from the enclosure in an emergency.

If cages are standard wire cages inserted info the vehicle, provide sufficient shredded paper
bedding in each cage.

If the vehicle is equipped with non-permanent enclosures, the number should fit the size of
the vehicle. No vehicle should be equipped with more than 10-12 cages, securely affixed to
each other and the vehicle. Check that cages are appropriately stacked and securely

strapped together. An L-shaped configuration is recommended (See diagram at Appendix

For non-permanent enclosures, there should be adequate devices such as handles or
handholds to enable the enclosure to be lifted without tilting it, and to protect the handlers
from the pet inside.

Pets should not be transported in opan pickup truck beds.

For each pet, there must be sufficient air ventitation to provide for their health and well
being, and to minimize odors, drafts, ammonia levels, maisture condensation and exhaust
fumes. Do not place cages in front of other cages which will block air ventilation. You
shouild be able to perform a visual check of alf of the pets without moving cages.

Ensure vehicle has proper climate control. Vehicle should be able to provide heat and/or air
conditianing to protect the pets from temperature extremes and to provide for their health
and well-being. Temperatures should not falf below 60 F or above 85 F. Thermometer
must be placed in an area where kennels are located and be easily visible.

Check that vehicle cages and bowls were cleaned and disinfected prior to boarding pets.

Check that vehicle is equipped with food and food trays (disposable is recommended),
water and water bowls, leashes, newspapsr and shredded paper, garbage bags, cleaner
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human first aid kits, vehicle emergency kit, fire extinguisher, extra leashes, etc.

Drivers should have cell phanes, maps and list of emergency numbers (f.e. shelter contacts,
veterinarians, etc.) It is recommended to have a list of pre-approved veterinarians along the
transport route to stop in case of emergency.

Begin loading pets as quickly and efficiently as possible. Littermates may be transported in
the same cage, praviding that the cage is of sufficient size to adequately accommodate the
pets, with no more than 4-8 puppies, based upon their size or weight, per cage regardless
of the size of the Iitler. To minimize disease transmission, do not combine puppies from
different litters. All other pets should be placed in single cages, with the cages allowing for
sufficient room for the pet to sit, stand, turn around and lay down comfortably.

Place a nyla bone, booda bone or kong (with some treat material in the center, including
frozen low-fat chicken broth) in each cage with single pets. Avoid treats in cages with
multiple pets to eliminate fighting.

Ascertain that all doors - both cage doors and vehicle doors - are securely closed,

For the PETsMART Charities Program, the drivers, acting as agents for the destination
shelter, will perform a visual check of all the pets and check for complete paperwork. (See
driver checklist at Appendix [f there are any pets with questionable health or
behavicr, the drivers will perform a mare thorough examination, as appropriate. The drivers
have the authority to not accept a pet for transport if pet does not meet Guidelines and/or
destination shelter requirements. Drivers may call destination shelter contact person for
consultation.
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Treat each pet with dignity and respect.

All trips are made with two drivers, with the exception of local transports. This is an
important safety requirement. A second driver can assist in case of pet, human or vehicle
emergency, especially if pets need to be taken out of a vehicle quickly. Also, a second
driver can assist with pet checks and exercise, so these are done quicker, And, a driver can
share driving to relieve the other driver when experiencing fatigue or sickness.

Stop every 3 hours in a rest area to perform a visual check and to clean, feed, and water the
pets, as appropriate. Puppies should be offered a small meal of canned growth puppy food
or asnack. Adult dogs should be exercised on trips longer than 6 hours, but not offered a
snack because it may result in car sickness. Pay special attention to the needs of a
pregnant or nursing pet.

Note time and initial cage card for each check.

Only remove pets if it can be done safely. Try to avoid letting dogs out near busy streets.
Tip: Close or secure vehicle doors before putting a leash on a pet. Thus, if a dog gets
loose, he or she is still secured within the safe vehicle.

If pets are removed from their cages for exercise or any other reasons, they must be
returned to their criginal cages, taking care that litters are not mixed ug. This will help
prevent cross-contamination.

If pets are exercised, please clean up and properly dispose of pet refuse.

To help prevent cross-contamination, use hand sanitizer after handling each pet.

During rest stops, the air conditioning/heat must remain on at all times as long as pets are
on board. Vehicle is turned off when refueling.

The vehicle is never left unattended as leng as pets are on board.

Even though most pet transport vehicles will not require a commercial driver’s license,
driver(s) should follow DOT commercial transport guidelines regarding driving haurs of
service, breaks, not driving while impaired, efc. to facilitate as safe a trip as possible.

Notify destination shelter of your ETA approximately one hour in advance. Notify
destination shelter of any delays as soon as possible if road conditions, weather, etc. wil
make known delays.




